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                    March 2, 2022            

  6:30 PM 

  

 The regular meeting of the Monroe Township Planning Commission was called to order 

by Chairperson Nelson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all. 
 

  

ATTENDANCE 

 

Sharon Nelson, Chairperson   Greg Rogalski, Engineer   

Sheldon Brymesser, Vice-Chairman  Michael Pykosh, Solicitor 

Mark Swartz, Secretary   Matt Bugli, Solicitor 

Michael Mira     Kirk Stoner, Cumberland County Planning 

      Holly Wood, Recording Secretary   
            

MINUTES 

 

 On the motion of Mr. Mira, and seconded by Mr. Swartz, and by unanimous vote of 

the Planning Commission members present, it was duly RESOLVED to approve the 

minutes of the February 2, 2022 regular meeting as written. 
 

 

CORRESPONDENCE      

  

 Ms. Nelson note that the members received information in their packets about Silver 

Springs and Middlesex updating their Comprehensive Plan and such.  She asked if anybody had 

any comments on these items, they wished to make known.  Mr. Stoner gave some background 

on both projects and noted that there were no real changes in the areas adjoining Monroe.  No 

comments were expressed.  
 

 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION    

 

 None   
 

 

 Ms. Nelson announced an agenda order change to move new business before the 

unfinished business to better accommodate presenters of plans. 
 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Rosenberry Conditional Use Application 

 

  Mr. & Mrs. Rosenberry were present to talk about their plan to establish an 8-stall kennel 

on their 10-acre lot at 1600 Boiling Springs Road.  He noted that the Conditional Use hearing is 

scheduled for March 17, 2022.  Mr. Rosenberry explained that he has already talked to the 

neighbor living next to him, and he is supportive of the idea.  Other land adjoining his property is 
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the Appalachian Trail and a cornfield across the street.  Mr. Rosenberry went on to say the 

business he intended to establish at this property is Iron Rose K9, a 100% veteran owned 

business that will be operated at less than a part-time job training K9 dogs.  He noted that this 

kennel would work with police/law enforcement agencies only. 

 

 The normal workings are that he would pick up the dogs from the airport and kennel 

them until handlers from committed agencies could pick them up.  He also said there would be 

occasions that he would kennel working K9’s for handlers taking vacations and such when no 

other kenneling options were available to them.  Rosenberry noted that he has trained K9 dogs in 

Monroe Township for over 25 years, mentored by Mr. Castle.   

 

Mr. Swartz asked if training would be taking place on the property.  Mr. Rosenberry said 

some training could take place there, but most training happens outside of the property.  He 

noted they have agreements with many places, schools, car dealers, malls and such that allow 

them to expose the dogs to a wide variety of working conditions. 

 

Mr. Pykosh asked what types of dogs will be housed and trained, particular breeds?  Mr. 

Rosenberry said it depends on what the agencies/departments are looking for.  Most are Dutch 

Shepherds or Belgian Malinois, but you still see some German Shepherds occasionally, and 

some Labs and Pointers.  Mr. Pykosh asked about the temperament of the dogs, and if their 

temperments are tested in their week of boarding.  Mr. Rosenberry explained that these are well 

trained, working dogs, but true temperament is dependent on what an agency or handler wants.  

Experience of handlers is a consideration as well when matching dogs, but no K9 dog will be a 

vicious maniac.  Mr. Rosenberry explained that these dogs will work when they need to work 

and are trained for that, but they will be regular dogs when they are not working.  They are 

trained to follow commands when given.  Mr. Pykosh asked if they have insurance to cover this 

type of operation.  Mr. Rosenberry said they do and will provide.  Mr. Pykosh noted some of his 

questions are based on the fact that a rescue operation in the Township certain requirements, and 

anticipated question like these to arise at the hearing.  

 

Mr. Roseberry noted that he does not train anymore than 6 dogs at one time.  More than 

that is not fair to dog or handler.  It was asked if Mr. Rosenberry was the only trainer, to which 

he answered no.  Mr. Rosenberry noted that all additional trainers are certified trainers with a 

clear working history in this type of training.  Mr. Brymesser asked if the basic training of the 

dogs will take place at the site.  Mr. Rosenberry said that some can, but the best trained dogs 

have lots of various exposures, so not all basic training would happen at the site. 

 

Mr. Rogalski noted that there are conditions that must be met for this type of operations 

and Mr. Rosenberry has met all those conditions.  The smallest kennel license he can obtain from 

the State is for 50 stalls or less, so that is the license he will have, but he will never have more 

than 8 dogs at one time.  Mr. Swartz asked if trainings were already happening at the site.  Mr. 

Rosenberry said yes, some, but the Conditional Use is for the addition of the kenneling. 

 

On the motion of Ms. Nelson, and seconded by Mr. Brymesser, and by unanimous 

vote of the Planning Commission members, it was duly RESOLVED to recommend 

approval of the Rosenberry Conditional Use request contingent on satisfaction of the 
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Engineer’s comments dated March 2, 2022 and satisfaction of the Solicitor’s request for 

proof of liability insurance provide to the Township.  
 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS   

  

Zoning Ordinance Update 

 

 Mr. Rogalski noted that tonight would be discussion on density.  He noted that currently 

we see density from ½ units per acre to 3 units per acres depending on the development.  He 

noted that Monroe Acres and Rebert Acres are at 2 units per acre.  The question is how dense do 

we want to see the new Residential Open Space (ROS) zoning to be, he is thinking 1 unit per 

acre seems to be the fit based on what the other zones are allowing.  Mr. Rogalski noted that we 

want to see real open space in this new area, not junk open space that includes stormwater 

facilities and such.  He noted that we want to give density bonuses for the provision of real 

usable open space, but we have to understand that will make the buildable area of this zone 

tighter. 

 

 Mr. Brymesser noted that he likes the Lisburn Meadows 2-acre lots personally, but 

understands that is not for everyone and people should be able to find their own preference. 

 

 Ms. Nelson noted that we currently offer lots of larger lots and not many smaller lots that 

are less intense to maintain.  Some middle ground for new families or elderly individuals would 

be nice.  Mr. Rogalski noted that new development would not be attracting first time home 

buyers, the market today just doesn’t support it.  He noted that developments like Monroe Acres 

are where you will find that type of home.  He noted how he has seen the switch there with it 

being mostly older established individuals when it was developed moving to younger families 

now looking for recreation and such for their children.  It was noted that the open space in the 

ROS zone will need to be maintained by a home owners association so as not to create additional 

burden on the Township landscaping maintenance with outlying recreation areas. 

 

 Mr. Stoner noted that he sees the ROS zoning as a nice middle ground to what currently 

exists in the Township.  Mr. Swartz likes the varied options the new zoning will offer, something 

for everyone in places that make sense.  Mr. Pykosh asked if the new ROS zone would be single 

family home, to which Mr. Rogalski said that is the plan.  Mr. Mira asked if the open space will 

have restrictions on use, Mr. Rogalski said yes, really want true green space. 

 

 Ms. Nelson noted that she is having some issues comparing new ordinance to the old 

ordinance right now, and doesn’t want to see anything lost.  Mr. Pykosh asked if Airbnb’s are 

being addressed in the rewrite, the answer was yes.  Mr. Mira asked how the zoning will affect 

home businesses.  Mr. Rogalski said some of that is still to be determined and noted that this is 

why we are doing things this way now, to include what we have learned from the past and 

anticipate what may be to come in the future.  Mr. Rogalski noted that Mr. Truax would be at the 

next meeting to answer questions directly that the Planning Commission may have.   
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AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

 

  None 
 

 

STAFF COMMENTS 

 

 None  
 

   

ADJOURN 

 

 On the motion of Mr. Brymesser, and seconded by Mr. Swartz, and by unanimous 

vote of the members it was duly RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 PM.  

 

       

Respectfully submitted,     

      Holly S. Wood 

      Recording Secretary 


